
The New MexiChords practice Tuesday nights, 7–10 PM, at St. John’s United Methodist 
Church, 2626 Arizona Street NE, Albuquerque, NM  87110.  That’s one block north of Menaul 
and one block east of San Pedro.  We welcome guests!
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New MexiChords Quartets Deliver the Love
About 164 Albuquerque valentine recipients smiled 

brighter—some through tears—on February 13th and 
14th, thanks to 17 quartets from the New MexiChords, 
505 Chorus, Duke City Sound, Enchanted Mesa Show 
Chorus, and Route 66 Sound.

As the New MexiChords’ liaison with “Valentine 
Central,” Bud Wildin was most impressed with member 
participation, from answering phones—some shifts had 
to turn surplus volunteers away—to singing in quartets.

But as a member of Amazing Greys (with Bob Duck-
ett, Brad Clement, and Stan Hafenfeld), Bud particularly 
remembered a recipient celebrating her hundredth birth-
day that same week and a couple married for 55 years.  
“If you haven’t sung in a valentine quartet, you should.  
It’s one of the most gratifying things we do all year.”

Among the volunteers, Bud singled out Gil and Becky 
Whalen, whom he complimented for staffing Valentine 
Central every day, February 6-14, 8 AM to 5 PM.  Gil, in 
turn, complimented communications consultant Carlos 
Aguayo (Duke City Sound’s 2011 Barbershopper of the 

Amazing Greys deliver a singing valentine to Mrs. Kerbleski and 
students at Mission Elementary School (photo by Bud Wildin)

Young at Heart quartet Art Sharpe, Herb Howe, Doug Arrington, 
and Tom Hoover (photo by Carol Wiggins)

Year) for setting up their call center and Tony Warusze-
wski, a former New MexiChord and current Duke City 
Sound member, for the computerized order system, new 
this year.  

“Previous years were all phone orders handled com-
pletely on paper,” Gil explained.  “This year you could 
also order valentines over the internet and use PayPal.”  
The system then printed “gig sheets” for the quartets 
when they picked up their flowers and candy.

Not that delivering 164 valentines was glitch-free.  A 
Duke City Sound quartet serenaded a UNM professor at 
the end of his class before a 505 Chorus member in the 
class asked to jump in on the tag, which earned a stand-
ing ovation.  Unfortunately, the prof wasn’t the intended 
recipient, so the quartet serenaded the young lady in the 
hallway . . . but without candy because the teacher had 
already shared it with the class. 

Five New MexiChords quartets delivered the love: 
Amazing Greys, Cimarron, Harmonikats, Rio Bravo, and 
Young at Heart.  ♫
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New Member
Jon  
Sanfilippo
“Barbara Ann” greased 
his way to barbershop

A high-school production of “Grease” in 2004 led New 
MexiChords member Jon Sanfilippo to barbershop.  

“Three guys and I sang ‘Barbara Ann’ and liked our 
sound, so we just showed up at a SPEBSQA practice 
one night.  They looked at us like ‘Are you lost?’ and we 
asked ‘Got barbershop?’ and they just lit up.”  

At Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Jon sang 
with the AcaFellas, 3 years as music director, arranger, 
and conductor.  While he’d taken music theory in high 
school, Jon credits his dad’s country band for his talent 
with guitar and piano.  “Mostly, I hung out in bars a lot.” 

Since middle school, Jon dreamed of working with 
NASA, being in the military, firing rockets, and “blowing 
stuff up.”  So being posted to Albuquerque to refurbish 
rockets for the Air Force is his dream job.  Unfortunately 
his wife’s first posting—they received their Air Force 
commissions together—is in Pensacola, Florida, for 
navigator training.  

“She could end up flying anything from F-15s to 
C-130s out of lots of stateside air bases.  We’re both 
excited to be in the military, but we’re learning the hard 
way to live by faith.”

His most satisfying musical success?  “Singing with 
an all-county chorus as a high school senior . . . and 
then finding my way back to music” in the AcaFellas and 
New MexiChords.  At Tuesday practices, Jon feels wel-
come, is having a great time, and has only one question. 

“How do I get three more guys for a quartet?”   ♫

Midwinter Convention
Youth Chorus Festival the High Note

Great singing is guaranteed at any Society convention, 
but young voices ring at Midwinter.  So said Oz Weh-
lander, George Franklin, and Gil Whalen, who attended 
Midwinter Convention in Tucson January 17-22.

“The Festival was excellent,” said Oz.  “Those young 
voices are something else!”

“It’s neat having all those young men in the Society,” 
George said.  “And to see them in pickup quartets in the 
Convention hallways—what a great introduction to bar-
bershop!”

Gil estimated 15 youth choruses sang at MidWinter, 
which has hosted the youth festival the last 4 years.  
“Their presentation, stage presence, enthusiasm, and vo-
cal production were just great.  And singing in the lobby—

it’s nice to see 
young blood.  
Hope for the 
future!”

Given the 
standout youth 
choruses, New 
MexiChords 
were extremely 
proud of Albu-
querque’s 505 
Chorus, who 
earned Second 
Place among 
choruses of 
average age 
22-24.

However, 
George’s vote 
for for most 
impressive per-

formance went to the Scottsdale Chorus, who opened the 
Saturday show with 100 entertainers in flashy costumes 
singing and dancing multiple numbers, half seemingly 
without a director.  But then what’s not to like about the 
2011 Sweet Adelines International Champs!  ♫

New MexiChords wait to sing at The Pit, February 25th.

Hal and Carolyn Hudson, Bill Biffle, Stew Bush, and Gil Wha-
len enjoy Midwinter Convention (photos by Becky Whalen)
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2012 Barbershop All Over Town
Three Area Choruses Kick Off 
2012 Separately and Together

January 14 was celebration time 
for the three Albuquerque-area 
barbershop choruses as the New 
MexiChords and Duke City Sound 
hosted their respective awards and 
installation banquets, the 505 Cho-
rus presented a fundraising concert, 
and all three convened for Afterglow 
at Doug and Mandy Arrington’s 
home.

At the Rio Grande Inn, Hal 
Ratcliff coordinated and John Taylor 
emceed the festivities, including an-
nual awards, installation of officers, 
and comments by Music Director 
Jamie Arrington and President Carl 
Pennington.  (For officers, activity 
chairmen, and award winners, see 
the following pages.)

Carl reviewed major events in 
2011, including the hard work and 
good results of the Rocky Mountain 
District competition in October under 
Jamie’s guidance as the new Music 
Director.  

Jamie stated his 2012 goal—to 
have fun, get better, and share with 
the community around us—and 
alerted members to new songs, new 
choreography, and 20 minute private 
voice lessons this coming year.  
Jamie thanked the many people 
who’d supported the 2011 program, 
especially the New MexiChords’ 
wives, girlfriends, and significant 
others, to whom he presented early 
valentine roses.

Wives and significant others who’d supported the Christmas concerts receive Music Di-
rector Jamie Arrington’s early valentine roses.  (So what’s with those guys in the back?)

Emcee John Taylor blocks the exit before 
telling just one more engineer joke.

Duke City Sound’s Tony Waruszewski 
and New MexiChords Gil Whalen, Brad 
Clement, and Levi Trujillo share a tag at 
Afterglow

505 Chorus, directed by Tony Sparks, re-
hearses their Midwinter competion songs 
at Afterglow

Following the formal festivities, 
many New MexiChords retired to 
the Arringtons, where 505 Chorus 
and the Duke City Sound joined us 
for pizza, tags, and a preview of the 
songs 505 would sing in the Midwin-
ter Convention two weeks later to 
earn Second Place among the youth 
choruses!  ♫

Rocky Mountain 
Harmony College

An estimated 100 barbershop-
pers—including New MexiChords 
Levi Trujillo and Bill Biffle—attended 
the 2012 Rocky Mountain Harmony 
College in Estes Park, Colorado, 
February 3-5.

To coach individuals, quartets, 
and choruses “to the next level,” 
Harmony College offered classes, 
coaching, and camaraderie. Vocal 
Production, Music Theory, Tags, 
Presentation, and Sight Singing 
classes sandwiched four coaching 
sessions for quartets and one for 
choruses.  Time out included a Beer 
‘n Brat Social and a Saturday Night 
Show featuring—in addition to the  
Everyman Chorus—Storm Front, 
the 2010 International gold-winner.

Levi particularly praised James 
Estes’ Vocal Production class.  “He 
coached all six of us individually.  
Tension in my shoulders was hold-
ing me back.”  So Levi learned to 
roll his shoulders, keep his chest 
expanded, and breathe in a split 
second instead of in-time.  Bill Biffle 
was so pleased that he got Estes’ 
permission to video and bring some 
tips pack to the New MexiChords.

Everyman Chorus also im-
pressed Levi.  “The director, Brian 
Beck, had won medals singing 
every part, bass through tenor, and 
really knew what it took to master 
the two show songs.  We learned 
both in only three practices.”

“I’d recommend this for every-
body,” said Levi “The College could 
accommodate every singer, no 
matter your level.  You could work 
on Friday and still arrive for a full 
day of coaching, the rooms were 
nice, and the price was great for two 
nights and five meals.  And you get 
to spend time with people who are 
passionate about singing!”  

So where do we sign up for next 
year?  ♫
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Music VP.  Chair and represent 
music committee. Coordinate 
administrative functions for 
music program, e.g. buy & store 
music, prep & distribute learning 
CDs, etc.

Doug Arrington

Performance VP.  Oversee 
chorus performances, coordinating 
with music committee and show 
chairmen. Coordinate performance 
support (songs, venue, uniform, 
script, staging, choreo, guest per-
formers). Recruit show chairmen. 
Direct chorus uniform activities.

Gary Cable

Program VP.  With Music 
Director, plan and preside 
over rehearsals. Maintain 
quartet development. Execute 
social events (banquet, retreat, 
picnics) through committees. 
Coordinate annual awards. 
Maintain morale.

Hal Ratcliff

President.  Recruit and preside 
over Board. Recruit committee 
and event chairmen. Promote 
morale. Convene budget, audit, 
and nominating committees.

Carl Pennington

Phil Middleton

Immediate Past President.  
Advise current President and 
Board of Directors.

Marketing VP.  Find chorus 
performance opportuni-
ties. Develop publicity plan. 
Maintain contact list for 
promotions. Maintain chapter 
website. Oversee ad sales.

JD Lucas

Membership VP.  Promote 
member morale. Plan growth 
activities, e.g. guest nights. 
Direct new member and 
retention activities, e.g. orien-
tation packet, rookie training, 
riser buddies. Contact past 
members about rejoining.

John Taylor

Treasurer.  Collect receiv-
ables. Pay bills. Maintain 
bank accounts. Record 
transactions. Prepare periodic 
reports for Board and taxa-
tion authorities . Host annual 
audit.

Richard Grady

Secretary.  Record Board 
meeting minutes. Handle cor-
respondence, purchases, and 
payments to Society offices.  
Oversee publications (Que 
Pasa, Serenader). Maintain 
chapter roster, attendance 
records, mailing lists, and 
events calendar.

Gil Whalen

Members-at-Large.  Participate in Board meetings. Chair committees or events. Represent all members. Assist Board as opportunities arise.

Arnold Cohen Arlo Nelson Paul Rowe Levi Trujillo

2012 New MexiChords 
Officers and Chairmen

Board of Directors

continued on page 5
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Music Director.  Be respon-
sible for complete music program, 
coaching, auditions, and section 
placement. Serve as principal 
performance director. Plan and direct 
music rehearsals, choreography, and 
presentation. Define chorus reper-
toire with music committee.

Jamie Arrington

Associate Music Director.  
Back-up the director. Help with 
warmups, tags, Barberpole 
Cat activities, and repertoire 
definition.

Doug Arrington

Librarian.  Maintain, advise 
Music VP about, and distribute 
music hardcopies and learning 
CDs.

Ned Keltner

Assistant Librarian

Herb Howe

Event & Show Chairmen

Appointed As Needed

Uniform Chairman

Bud Wildin

Quartet Activities

Steve Cooper

Sunshine Man

Nick Maxwell

Que Pasa Editor

George Franklin

Serenader Editor

Chris Madigan

Section Leaders.  Direct section rehearsals. Develop a unit sound within the section. Assign buddies for prospective members. Maintain contact with 
section members about their participation.

Hal Ratcliff, Tenor Bill Lemen, Lead Richard Grady, Bass Brad Clement, Baritone

Music Directors  
and Section Leads

Activity Chairmen
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Barbershopper of the Year

Contributed the most to the 
chapter the past year.  Se-
lected by the three most recent 
recipients who are still active 
members. 

Hal Ratcliff

Mr. New MexiChord

Best exemplified the New  
MexiChords, fostered good 
morale among members,  
made you feel like a best 
friend, and actively contributed 
to the chapter.  Nominated by 
his peers, selected by Awards 
Committee.

Jerry Quintana

President’s Award

Recognizes special contribu-
tions to the chapter.  Chosen by 
the President

Gil Whalen

Quartet of the Year

Stew Bush, Hal Ratcliff,  
Steve Cooper, Bill Biffle

Contributed the most to chapter 
shows, valentines, and meetings.  
Nominated by Board, selected by 
Awards Committee.

After School

Mr. Performer

Combined great singing,  
choreography, and stage pres-
ence.  Selected by Music Direc-
tor and Assistant Director.

Bob Duckett

Most Improved Singer

Selected by the Music Com-
mittee.

John Taylor

Mr. Volunteer

Always offered his help.   
Nominated by Board, selected 
by Awards Committee.

J.D. Lucas

Rookie of the Year

A brand new barbershopper 
who joined NMC within the 
year and actively contributed 
to the chapter.  Nominated by 
Board and selected by Awards 
Committee.

Chris Madigan

Annual Award Recipients

Music Committee: Music VP (Chair), Music Director, Assistant Director, 
Section Leaders.  Awards Committee: President (Chair), Music VP, 
Program VP. Committee chairmen may also invite others to participate.

Quarteting 101
For Quartet Wannabes and Quartets Seek-
ing a Coach

The benefits?  “Working with friends to improve, feeling com-
fortable with the give-and-take, competing eventually, and enjoying 
the best sound you’ll ever hear at two in the morning.”

The desire to improve and a willingness to “carry your part”—
to learn the words and notes—are the primary requirements for 
a quartet singer.  “You can’t hide in a quartet,” Steve points out.  
“You’re the only voice for that part, and you owe it to the other guys 
to get it right.” 

So after 12 years of quartets and competition medals, Steve 
developed Quarteting 101 to introduce singers to quartets, instill 
“personal responsibility,” and teach basic skills like consistent 
vowel sounds and placement throughout the singer’s range.  All 
that extra practice probably improves your choral singing, too. 

And what if a singer wants to measure himself against interna-
tional standards?  “Then work your way into a brigade.  Even if you 
never make it to International with your quartet, you can still make 
great music with great singers for an entire weekend.”  

Steve and other quartet veterans offer Quarteting 101 the hour 
before Tuesday evening practice.  For more information, call Steve 
at 340-3408.  ♫

Why is Steve Cooper so intense about Quarteting 101?  

“To help singers avoid the mistakes I made,” Steve said, “and 
enjoy the obvious benefits.”  Among the mistakes Steve mentioned 
was thinking trial and error could replace experience and measur-
ing yourself against the very best too quickly.  

“Learning only by trial and error wastes a lot of time running 
down rabbit holes, especially if the singers are new to quartet-
ing.  Someone who knows the basics can save you time.  But 
you shouldn’t follow advice automatically.”  Steve’s first quartet 
wanted to compete but avoided songs they liked to sing that others 
deemed unfit for international competition, and they got discour-
aged.

“Then I realized some long-standing quartets that really in-
spired me weren’t among the Top Ten competitors.  They just loved 
singing together.  If you like the guys, then sing what you want.”
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New Member

Joe  
Hilliard
From Schola Cantorum 
to Tinpan Alley

Joe Hilliard’s first chorus probably sang in Latin.  
That’s because his high school was a Roman Catholic 
seminary. 

“Music was a significant part of seminary training,” 
he said, “and we sang a great variety--classical sacred, 
Latin renaissance polyphony, Gregorian chant, modern 
folk.”  Since most was four part harmony and a cappella, 
barbershop isn’t as much of a stretch as it sounds, and 
Joe would like to try a barbershop quartet.

Joe’s most memorable musical experience was at St. 
Thomas Seminary near his home of Hartford, Connecti-
cut, where he sang 2nd tenor with the Schola Cantorum, 
the chapel choir.  “In 1972 we performed a history of 
liturgical music for PhD musicians at the Hartford School 
of Music.  It was a sensational concert.”

After Joe chose the secular life, he sang in parish 
choirs, including as a cantor/soloist, and worked for 37 
years as a real estate agent for the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Transportation negotiating rights of way.  He 
retired in 2009.  He and his wife Jacky, a VP of cash 
management for a regional bank headquartered in Con-
necticut, fell in love with Albuquerque when they visited 
their niece, then a student at UNM.  They retired to Los 
Lunas, New Mexico, to support the Lady Lobos, golf at 
Isleta Eagle, and party with neighbors, including veteran 
barbershopper John Trestrail III, who convinced him to 
come to practice.   

“My first practice was October, and I joined the next 
week.  There doesn’t seem to be any trouble carpooling, 
either.”  

Which just shows how far Membership VP John Tay-
lor will drive for a new MexiChord!  ♫

Sustained Note

Doug  
Arrington
Physicist Finished 5th 
at First International

Editor’s note: Introducing new members to long-standing mem-
bers without introducing experienced barbershoppers to new 
barbershoppers just didn’t seem fair.  Hence the accompanying 
profile of a “sustained note.”

His high school ambition was to sing opera.  “Or be 
a concert pianist.  I’d always played piano.”  But math-
ematical probability suggested the likelihood was low. 

“At career day, the dean of the music school said to 
make it big I’d have to be really good . . . and work really 
hard . . . and be at the right place at exactly the right 
time . . . so I went into physics.”

While majoring in physics and math, Doug sang in 
operas and practiced piano, taking all his electives in 
music.  “Most music majors thought I was one of them.”  
And he did have a partial music scholarship, though the 
dean said not to tell.  But graduation led to research in 
California rather than classes in a conservatory.

“I was singing in the Aida chorus in Riverside, Califor-
nia.  The director needed more male voices and asked 
a barbershop chapter for help, and they talked me into 
a practice.  I was hooked!  The chorus finished 5th that 
year at International, and I thought ‘How hard can this 
be?’ ”  That was June 1969.

Doug worked for the US Navy in San Diego, where 
that barbershop chorus went to three International com-
petitions, placing 3rd, 4th, and 5th.  His biggest success: 
“Finishing 3rd at International.  Our chorus was first 
onstage, and our performance won a standing ovation.”  

In San Diego, Doug became Music VP (his current 
job for the New MexiChords), then Music Director (his 
former job with New MexiChords). The Air Force brought 
him to Albuquerque to start a test lab at Kirtland AFB, 
where he retired in 2005.  He and his wife Mandy have 
traveled to Russia and China, where she researched 
wearable art, which she designs using antique fabrics.

At the RMD competition in October, Doug anticipated 
stepping down as New MexiChords Music Director.  “I’m 
looking forward to being an elder statesman,” he mused, 
“responsible for nothing but advice now and then.”  Four 
months later, he’s Music VP and Assistant Music Direc-
tor, leading warmups, and substituting for the Director.  
So he’s still working really hard in the right place at the 
right time.   ♫
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“I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas”

The New MexiChords, the Eldorado High School 
Concert Choir, 5 quartets, and a Very Large Quartet 
composed of members from the New MexiChords and 
Duke City Sound rang in the Christmas season in three 
Christmas concerts December 10 and 11 at St. John’s 
United Methodist Church.  Then the New MexiChords re-
prised the entire program on December 15 with the choir 
at UNM/Valencia Campus in Los Lunas, New Mexico.

The Eldorado Concert Choir impressed several 
veteran barbershoppers when, after the pitch sounded 
for several songs, the choir nailed their opening chords 
without their director, Megan Rader, in sight.  After the 
combined choruses’ finale, “Peace, Peace,” a collective 
sigh rose from the audience before an explosion of ap-
plause.

Established quartets Cimmaron, Harmonicats, and 
Rio Bravo, along with two Christmas quartets—F250 
and Jingle Bell Tones--and The New 5 Dukes VLQ also 
entertained almost 800 attendees over four concerts.  
Roadrunner Food Bank received a $500 donation from 
concert proceeds.  ♫

Harold Hill  
on the Road Again
Serenading Former New MexiChords

In Music Man, Harold Hill transformed an entire high 
school into a marching band.  For the New MexiChords, 
John Taylor is looking for just a few good men.

The Barbershop Harmony Society launched “Opera-
tion Harold Hill” to increase the Society’s recruitment by 
25% over the previous five-year average.  The website, 
http://www.operationharoldhill.com/, offers 17 activities to 
help chapters boost their recruiting efforts.  A small step 
involves wearing an “I Sing” button to pique a potential 
singer’s curiosity, trigger a conversation about barber-
shop, and perhaps lead to a chapter visit.  “Learn to 
Sing,” a large effort for chapters with significant resourc-
es, is built around free voice lessons.  The Society hopes 
a chapter will adapt an idea to its particular situation.

VP for Membership John Taylor , Oz Wehlander, and 
Rod Stewart aim at 15 new members in 2012.  “If we at-
tract more,” John explained, “we might strain our existing 
program.”  And their initial recruiting strategy reverses 
conventional wisdom about retention.

“You hear the slogan ‘Close the back door,’ mean-
ing keep members in the chapter.  I think we need to 
open that back door and invite back the singers who left 
months and years ago.”

The three are contacting over 60 inactive and former 
members by the end of February.  “We’ve eliminated 
about ten of those,” John said, “and several have good 
reason for not returning.  Some are taking care of family 
members, and some have moved away—one is sing-
ing in Arizona.  But one’s returned after recovering from 
burn-out, and another intends to visit when he retires 
in April.”  John would be happy if 1 in 10 gives the New 
MexiChords another try.

How can active New MexiChords help?  By identify-
ing potential barbershoppers, singers or not.  Just give 
John, Oz, or Rod a name, phone or email, and address.  
“We’ll call or send a note or email.  If they sound inter-
ested, we’ll invite them to practice or maybe the Spring 
show.  If they come we’ll follow up.”  Alternatively, a 
member can invite the guest and use John, Oz, and Rod 
as follow-up and support.

Opening the back door is not the only strategy, just 
the first strategy.  If those strategies succeed, who 
knows?  Maybe the New MexiChords will start a march-
ing band.  ♫


