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RMD CONVENTION 
Colorado Springs welcomed the 2008 
Rocky Mountain District competitors and 
fans to this beautiful city. The New 
MexiChords invited the judges and audi-
ence to travel with them down to New Or-
leans, as they took to the stage wearing 
sparkly vests in Mardi Gras colors. Their 
fans in the audience wore beads and 
twirled green, gold & purple umbrellas, 
and cheered as The New MexiChords 
gave renditions of Basin Street Blues  
and Listen to That Dixie Band. Denver 
Mile High, CO qualified to represent the 
Rocky Mountain District at the Interna-
tional Chorus Contest in July 2009. 

Three of our quartets also competed in a 
field of twenty-three: Rio Bravo, First 
Light and After School. The District Quar-
tet champion was McPhly from Denver 
Mile High, CO. Steppin’ Out qualified to 
represent RMD at the International Sen-
iors Quartet Contest in Pasadena, CA. 
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My favorite from A.L. 
Tennyson. 

  

Are you a SINGER? 

  
Come, my friends, ‘tis not too late to seek a newer 
world. 
Some work of noble note may yet be done 

Not unbecoming men that stove with gods. 

  

Though much is taken, much abides; and though 

We are not now that strength which in old days 

Moved earth and heaven, that which we are, we are – 

One equal temper of heroic hearts, 

Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will 

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield. 

  

Let’s do some “work of noble note”! 

 Are you a SINGER? 
  

Bill Biffle 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA 

bbiffle@brgcc.com�

STATE FAIR STROLLING  
This year The New MexiChords were able 
to have six quartets participate in strolling 
along the grounds of the State Fair. The 
serenading was well-received by the 
crowds, and the quartets were delighted 
to share their art form. Some highlights 
were singing Chatanooga Choo Choo at 
the model railroads exhibit, seeing Barney 
Brumley’s blue ribbon for mead and wine, 
and viewing Mike Taylor’s grandson’s 
award for youth photography. 
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New performance community online - "Owning The 
Stage"  

Posted by: "Tom" tmetzger@gmail.com   bassdweller  
Fri Sep 12, 2008 10:16 am (PDT)  

Hi everyone, 
 
I've recently started a web site that is an online community for 
performers: singers, actors, dancers, public speakers - all types.  
The purpose of the site is to be a resource for people who want to 
learn to perform better, whether they are amateurs or pros, and get 
more out of their performance "career." There is an online forum 
which is just getting started. You can be one of the first.  
 
I also post articles in a "blog" format. Right now I'm doing a series 
on stage fright, because that's one of the most common questions I get 
from performers. 
 
You have an opportunity to set the direction of future postings, to 
get topics on the table that matter most to you. Just start a forum 
thread, or contact me directly through the site. 
 
Here's the URL. http://www.owningthestage.com 
 
Visit the site, look around, link to it, invite your friends. Let's 
build something genuinely useful for the barbershop community and the 
rest of the world's performers! 
 
Cheers, 
Tom 
 
--  
Tom Metzger (tom@metzgers.ca) 
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AIC Medallion, Tribute to Freddie, Released  

Posted by: "Grady Kerr" grady@gradywilliamkerr.com   barbershopboy  
Thu Oct 16, 2008 8:10 am (PDT)  

Hi guys 
 
The October Medallion is done and ready for your consumption. You can access 
this issue at www.AICGold.com <http://www.aicgold.com/>  
 
This is a very special issue. We're honored to have been able to include 13 
pages on the life of Mr Freddie King. It covers his impressive barbershop 
career, some heartfelt memories and a total of 60 photos! Hey, there's even 
his favorite frog joke in there. Thanks to all who contributed. 
 
Even though we're not done, we have a report on the fall contest results. 
Did you know that NINE gold medalist won their districts' quartet trophies 
this month? Four directors with quartet gold have led their choruses to a 
district championship and are heading for Anaheim next summer. We've 
included those results. Congrats to all. 
 
The gals are heading for their Int'l and may get a nice tan as well. We list 
the gals with AIC connections competing in the Sweet Adeline International 
Quartet Contest the week of November 3rd in Hawaii. Good Luck, ladies. 
 
What does famous rocker Gene Simmons of KISS have to do with The Perfect 
Gentlemen? You'll find out in this issue.  
 
What does "Que no cese de cantar el mundo entero" translate to? Don't know? 
Just ask Vocal Spectrum (or read the October Medallion) they're gonna find 
out in December. 
 
Did you read the neat story in the Harmonizer on Dick Grapes? What a guy! In 
this issue we salute him as well. And what's all this about Kenny Ray? He's 
been rather busy singing these days. We tell you how busy in this issue. 
 
I also have the privilege of telling you about my new favorite CD. I hope 
you get a copy for yourself. See page 25. 
 
In all we have 30 pages of AIC news and information. Check out this special 
issue of the Medallion at www.AICGold.com <http://www.aicgold.com/>  
 
Grady Kerr 
 
Barbershop Historian / Webmaster / Editor 
 
9498 East Valley Ranch Pkwy #1107 
 
Irving, Texas 75063 
 
214 57 GKERR (214.574.5377) 
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Come join in a strictly-for-fun evening of 
BARBERSHOP, both men and women, with 

quarteting, tag singing, woodshedding, 
and easy arrangement singing! 

 

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS IT! 
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� The New MexiChords  

2008 Board of Directors  

President               Phil Middleton 

VP Performance              Mike Taylor 

VP Music               Tom Hoover 

VP Membership                  Bill Biffle 

VP Marketing           George Franklin 

VP Program             Oz Wehlander 

Secretary               Gil Whalen 

Treasurer   Arlo Nelson 

Past President                   Gil Whalen 

Members at Large   Tom Cole 

    Chuck Levy 

                  Bud Wildin 

    Les Elmer 

Music Director          Doug Arrington 

Tenor Sec Leader         George Franklin 

Lead Sec Leader     Bill Biffle 

Bari Sec Leader    Ron Randall 

Bass Sec Leader        Phil Middleton 
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The New MexiChords  

2009 Board of Directors  

 
President               Phil Middleton 

VP Performance              Mike Taylor 

VP Music               Tom Hoover 

VP Membership                  Fred McCracken 

VP Marketing           Chuck Levy 

VP Program             Oz Wehlander 

Secretary               Gil Whalen 

Treasurer   Arlo Nelson 

Members at Large   Tom Cole 

    Don DeNoon 

                  Les Elmer 

    Bud Wildin 

Music Director         Doug Arrington 

Tenor Sec Leader        George Franklin 

Lead Sec Leader     Bill Biffle 

Bari Sec Leader    Ron Randall 

Bass Sec Leader        Phil Middleton 
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June 28—July 5, 2009 

Join us in Anaheim for great contests and 
shows! The headquarters hotel is the Ana-
heim Hilton, located adjacent to the Ana-
heim Convention Center. The competitions 
take place at the Honda Center. Register 
now! For the first time ever, tickets for the 
Bank of America Collegiate Barbershop 
Quartet Contest are included in the registra-
tion price! Go to barbershop.org to register! 

You’ll be glad you did! 
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